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highest wisdom, is one of the first letters in
the alphabet of Christian Theology.

It is plain, however, that the phrase, crea-
tion by law, when used to combine the theory
of development with the verbal acknowledg-
ment of a Creator, must intend by the term
physical laws alone.    The reference is to no
high moral purpose in the mind of a wise and
intelligent Governor, but to some internal sig-
nal in the state of the universe, on which the
creative action is conceived to depend.   Now
this involves a threefold contradiction.   First,
it confounds,law, which is permanent, with a
momentary, transient, phenomenal condition
of the universe.   For, by the present hypo-
thesis, the acts of creation are periodic and
discontinuous.   Each takes place at some spe-
cific moment.   Hence the determining cause
cannot be laws of being, which are continuous
in their action, but must be the momentary
state alone.   Not law, but a transient, momen-
tary, evanescent result of the acting of many
laws on innumerable atoms, is thus made the
instrument by which the Creator calls into
existence new beings.   Next, it makes laws
prescribed by the Creator already to existing
things, the means or helps by which He creates
things non-existent.   But if creation by Divine